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Perfect Setting

An ancestral homestead is reborn
as a sophisticated retreat

LUXURIOUS ECO FABRICS * MODERN MOUNTAIN
GETAWAY = THE MOST INVITING DAYBEDS
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kitchen

COOK, PLAY, PARTY

An addition to a Victorian house in Brookline, Massachusetts,
is designed with family and entertaining in mind

Writien by JILL CONNORS
Photography by ERIC ROTH

IM AND ALINA AFTEKER LOVE TO ENTERTAIN. [IM,
president of Longwood Evenls, g privale-cvents come-
pany, is an avid cook. Alima, the companyvs ceeative
director, likes to keep it casual, nviting 10 or 12
people, ncluding kids, into the kitchen for good
food and conversation. But the kitchen in the Second

Empire house the couple bought i Brookline, Mass-
achusetts, in 2003 was woefully madeguate on all counts. "I
was a small room at the back of the house,” says Alina, “and
vou were cul off when von were i there”

Im 20015, after discovering that the foundation af the 1860
howse needed structural work, the couple decided to go 2
step farther and build an addition that would give them the
kitchen they wanted, They hired Bostmebased architec
Carlos Salib to execute the design for the 15 by 21-foot proj-
ect, which took a vear to complete,

(:r:un“u,: from a dewnlown Boston |1|“. the L':I1I|_1|.L' lad
i yearning for an open, airy space — one where they conld
1-r'|||||',||'||1_- 1||LI i',1|||;|!;|;'<||: I~-11,||_' 1|l.:! "LL]II.l, a reabive l:ll- I'Irlil.ill:],
Eivors with the high-performance requitements of fim, who
grewe up with parents in the restaurant business. They also
wanted ta improve the traffic fow so that the house would be

more smted to their informal family |:111‘.‘ir§- i:
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W HER BROOKLINEG, Massachuserts,  adorned with fanciful wallpaper
kitchen, Alina Apteker watches as depicting oversize knives, forks, and
Z-year-old Aniela reaches into a spoons. Ebony-stained oak floors
drawer looking for a favorite cup, provide a deep contrast to Calcutta
Light pours into the room through a gold marble counters and matte-
cupola whose interior well is finish cabinetry.
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kitchen

“They wanted 1o maximize their space
andl to ereate m::n:l.'lhillr:'_ with |i|;J_|It and dra-
ma,” says Salib. “The kitchen size was de-
termiined by the sethacks to the house — we

n

went as far as we conld.”

To ensure as much natural light as pos-
sible, Salib incorporated large windows on
bwio extenior walls, o glass door o an adjoining
termce, und, the piéce de résistance, a cupola
with transom windows. Cutside, the cupala
ties the addition to the Victorian house; in-
side, it became a key decorative element
when Alina lined it with graphic wallpaper
depicling aversize Hatware,

Mldressing  the  room’s  functionality,
Salily and the -"LL:l-_'Lr.'rh envisioned three dis-
tinet wones. Cooking is focused along a wall
that holds the professional-style mnge and the

wven tor -.'nr:uﬁ:iu:; phigEa — il passion of Jim's

THE KITCHEN'S PRIMARY sink (BELOW) features
a commercial-style dishwashing faucet. The
second sink (RIGHT) was placed near the door to
the patio, handy for outdeor entertaining. The
indoor pizza oven is a focal point when the
couple emertains, and guests are encouraged to
customize their own pizzas.

* M THE ZOMES The room is designed
around three zones, one for cooking, one

for food preparation and clean up, and
one for eating and hanging out.
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Kichen

During the daytime,
the island is particularly
dazzling because it

is positioned directly
under the cupola.

“l wanted the island
totally flooded with

natural light,” says Alina.

{there's an outdoor pizea oven on the lerrace
as well}, For food prepambion and cleanup,
there arc sinks and markletopped counters
om two walls. For hanging out, a long peninsu-
la overlooks the adjacent fanmby room, where
the couple’s Zyear-old danghter, Aniela, likes
to play on the sofs and Aoor.

Key to all activities is the stunning G2
by &-foot marble-topped, steel-legged central
island. 1t is prep surface, kitchen table, and
party gathering spot all in one. “We eat all our
famnily meals there.” savs Alina, whi notes that
Aniela Is just the right height — at the mo-
ment — lo run undemeath the iskand without
stooping. During the daytime, the island s

THE KITEHEN PENINSULA and doorway
opening that face the family room (asovel
sre covered in a tree-themed, nevtral-hued
wallpapes. A comfortable white sofa and
oversize upholstered ottoman in the family
raam is a favorite spot for lounging guests,
Contempaorary Italian pendant fights (oeTaiL,
FAcinG PacEl dangle above the peninsula,
The beading and silver baubles add a dash
of glamour,

particulardy dazzling becawse it is positioned
directly under the cupola, “Twanted the istand
totally flooded with natural light,” says Alina,
With beoth storage and sesthetics in mind.
Aira worked with Moda Cucing, a Boston:
based custom cabinetmaker, to design hoth
the island and the Fumpeanstyle cabinelry
that stretehes to the oot coilings. Base cab-
inets are either European oak that has been
dyed white or stainless steel; most of the wall
cabinets feature doors with glass mserts, “I've
ilways loved the look of kitchens where (he
cabinets go to the ceiling,” sys Alina, “The
ghass doars keep the room looking airy.”
“The kitchen is drumatic, 2
rommons  bitolasurprse that's great in this
:::"”" old howse,” savs architect Salil.
assovrces A for the Aptekers, they're going
with the fiow — the new traffic
flow, that is, “It's a gorgeous house,” savs Alina,
“and now the whole downstairs has the better
flow we needed for the way we lve — very
relaed, but with sivle” &




